VILLAGE OF ROCKTON
PLANNING COMMISSION
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
7:00 P.M.

Minutes

Chair Todd Byxbe called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

I.     Roll Call
       
Present: Todd Byxbe, Tom Eddie, Brent Murray, Judy Rossi and Leta Stewart.
Absent: Ron Axon and Jason Naill
Staff Present: Patricia Diduch.

II.   Approval of Minutes from January 9, 2018

Ms. Stewart stated “commercial” should be changed to “residential” under Item IV. Motion to approve as amended made by Mr. Murray. Second by Ms. Rossi. Motion approved, 5-0.

IV. Request for Variances in the R-1 Residential Single-Family District – 609 N. Prairie St., Jasper Herron

Mr. Daniel Herron, property owner, represented the petitioner and resident, Mr. Jasper Herron. Mr. Herron stated the detached garage has completely deteriorated, and they would like to replace it. Mr. Byxbe asked if the garage would use the same building materials as the house, and Mr. Herron replied that it would be a lighter green that would eventually match the house as the house would be painted at the same time. Mr. Murray asked if the neighbors had any issues, and Mr. Herron replied that to his knowledge, no one had expressed any issues. 

A motion to approve to the variances made by Ms. Stewart. Second by Mr. Eddie. Motion approved, 5-0. 

V.   Request for Annexation, Annexation Agreement and Map Amendment to the R-1 Residential Single-Family District – 683 Liddle Rd., Kurt and Patricia Bergstrom

Ms. Patricia and Mr. Kurt Bergstrom gave a brief explanation as to their attempts to rebuild a shed / detached garage within Winnebago County. Mr. Byxbe asked Ms. Diduch about the annexation agreement provisions regarding connecting to Village sewer and water. Ms. Diduch stated they would not have to connect until sewer and water is available to the site.

Motion to approve made by Ms. Rossi. Second by Mr. Eddie. Motion approved, 5-0.

VI.  Request for Façade Grant Approval – 113 E. Main St., Dairyhaus, Brent Murray

Mr. Murray gave a description of the renovation history since the Murray family has owned the Dairyhaus. He stated that the current renovations and repairs are meant to restore the historic character of the historic structure. He added he has planned out a multi-phase renovation, and this current phase focuses on the door and windows. He further explained that he attempted to get two additional bids, and he had difficulty in getting those two contractors to complete the bid. He added Mulligan Restoration’s passion for historic buildings left him confident in Mr. Mulligan’s ability to complete the repairs. 

Mr. Byxbe asked questions about the necessity for a second bid, Mr. Eddie adding he thought the application required it. Ms. Diduch explained that while the application does call for it, there is not a provision within the application to require the lowest bid be used. Ms. Diduch stated it was a policy instead of hard regulation, and the two bids requirement was an effort to promote fiscally responsible bids. Ms. Diduch also stated that she communicated to Mr. Murray that it was not normal procedure to begin the work prior to approval for the grant, but that he could do so if he was willing to risk the possibility of the grant not being approved.

Motion to approve made by Mr. Eddie. Second by Ms. Rossi. Motion approved, 4-0. Mr. Murray abstained.

VII.  Request for Text Amendment to the Industrial Heavy District

Ms. Diduch gave a brief explanation of the proposed text amendment, stating Trustee Dave Winters worked with Village Attorney Szeto to create the language regarding asphalt production plants and asphalt recycling plants within Village corporate limits. She added that this would have no bearing upon proposals within unincorporated Winnebago County, but that the measure would pressure Winnebago County officials to respect the Village’s regulations regarding asphalt production and recycling.

Mr. Eddie stated the one mile regulation would not allow the use within the Village anywhere. Ms. Diduch explained the Village’s inability to disallow a use outright, but that the Village does have the right to regulate uses as officials deem appropriate. Mr. Byxbe commended the authors of the text amendment for creating the language.

Ms. Stewart and Ms. Rossi stated they support the text amendment. Mr. Eddie stated he did not support the text amendment. Ms. Stewart began to discuss the health ramifications, and Mr. Byxbe asked that comments be targeted towards the text amendment itself and not asphalt plants. 

Motion to approve the text amendment made by Mr. Murray. Second by Ms. Stewart. Motion approved, 4-1 (Mr. Eddie – nay). 

VIII.  Old Business

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Bxybe asked for an update regarding S + H Landscaping on Old Wagon Wheel Road and Ms. Rossi asked for an update regarding All Trucks USA on Old River Road, and Ms. Diduch gave a brief update on both items. 

IX.  New Business

None. 

X. Adjournment
        
Motion made by Ms. Rossi. Second by Mr. Murray. Motion approved, 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.
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