VILLAGE OF ROCKTON
PLANNING COMMISSION
Tuesday, April 10, 2018
7:00 P.M.

Minutes

Chair Pro-Temp Brent Murray called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

I. Ms. Stewart nominated Mr. Murray as Chair Pro-Temp. Second by Ms. Rossi. Motion approved, 5-0.

II.     Roll Call
       
Present: Tom Eddie, Brent Murray, Jason Naill, Judy Rossi and Leta Stewart.
Absent: Ron Axon and Todd Byxbe 
Staff Present: Patricia Diduch.

III.   Approval of Minutes from March 13, 2018

Motion to approve made by Mr. Eddie. Second by Ms. Stewart. Motion approved, 5-0.

IV. Request for Boundary Map for Part of the South Half of Fractional Section 30, Township 46 North, Range 2 East of the Third Principal Meridian in the R-1 Residential Single-Family District – Lowell Freedlund

Mr. Lowell Freedlund gave a brief description of the request, stating his intention to sell the house separately from the farmland. Mr. Eddie stated he would abstain as he prepared the boundary map. 

A motion to approve to the boundary map made by Mr. Naill. Second by Ms. Stewart. Motion approved, 4-0 with 1 abstention. 

At this time, Ms. Diduch explained a couple of people had signed up to speak. Ms. Diduch explained that the Planning Commission did not have to do this, but if so, should follow the procedure as adopted by the Village Board. 

Mr. Kevin Mueller, business owner of the Gem Shop in downtown Rockton, expressed his concerns regarding the proposed parallel in the downtown streetscape plan. He added his concerns that his customers do not like to walk far but right in front of his business. 

V.   Request for Special Use for Outdoor Storage in the CR Commercial Retail District – xxx N. Prairie St., Boy Scout Troop 619

Ms. Rachael Paccagnini, representative for Boy Scout Troop 619, gave a description of the request and need for the storage trailer. 

Mr. Murray asked what the owner’s long-term plan is for the property, and Ms. Paccagnini stated the owner does not have one. Ms. Stewart asked how close this proposal is to the new downtown streetscape plan, and Ms. Diduch stated it was just north of Rockton Food & Spirits. Ms. Stewart expressed her concern about the trailer being so close to extensive downtown renovation, and added she thought it would detract from the downtown ambiance. Ms. Diduch told the commissioners that the remainder of the troop’s items are being stored at the Village public works facility, and it is also available for the trailer. Ms. Diduch stated it is approximately 1/3-mile from the church meeting facility. A lengthy discussion ensued regarding alternative storage solutions. 

Motion to approve made by Mr. Eddie. Second by Ms. Stewart. Motion not approved, 0-5.

VI.   Downtown Streetscape Master Plan – Presentation by Teska Associates, Inc.

Ms. Jodi Mariano, project manager for the master plan, presented the proposed plan as approved by the downtown streetscape master plan steering committee. Mr. Martin Michalowicz from Christopher Burke Engineering presented the engineering components. A healthy discussion ensued at the conclusion of the presentation, particularly focusing on the proposed parallel parking spaces.

The Commissioners expressed their happiness with the plan and attractiveness of the plan. Ms. Stewart made a motion to recommend approval of the streetscape master plan. Second by Mr. Naill. Motion approved, 5-0.

VII.  Old Business

None.

VIII.  New Business

None. 

IX. Adjournment
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