VILLAGE OF ROCKTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Thursday, April 12, 2018
7:00 P.M.

Minutes

Chair Gary Kovanda called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

I.     Roll Call
       
Present: Tom Herschlag, Gary Kovanda, Tom Polaski and Sheila Ritter.
Absent: Ryan Gailey, Caitlin Pusateri and Ryan Swift
Staff Present: Patricia Diduch.

II.    Approval of March 15, 2018 Minutes

Motion made by Ms. Ritter. Second by Mr. Polaski. Motion approved by voice vote, 4-0.

III. Request for Special Use Permit for Outdoor Storage in the CR Commercial Retail District – xxx N. Prairie St, Boy Scouts Troop 619.

Mr. Kovanda opened the public hearing. Mr. Todd Praneis spoke on behalf of Boy Scout Troop 619, stating the troop now meets at Rockton United Methodist Church. 

Mr. Brian Capezio, business owner at 101 W. Main St., asked about additional trailers being stored on the lot. Mr. Praneis stated it would only be the existing trailer on the site. 

Ms. Barb Hough, resident at 113 W. Main St., began asking questions about the trailer being moved on and off of the lot without a driveway. 

Mr. Kevin Darrah, property owner at 104 N. Prairie St., asked about the screening. Mr. Praneis briefly described the proposed screening.

Ms. Toni Weldon, owner of 109 W. Main St., asked if the troop had asked for permission from the neighbors. Mr. Praneis stated he did not other than speaking with Ms. Hough. 

A brief discussion ensued regarding screening. 

Mr. Polaski asked if the troops had approached the fire department about using vacant space on the lot. Mr. Praneis stated he had spoken with the Rockton Fire District, and it was not a viable solution. Ms. Diduch updated the ZBA with a question posed at the Planning Commission about reconfiguring the way the storage units are being used. Mr. Polaski then stated he did not believe the request met the special use permit criteria. 

Ms. Weldon asked if the property owner lives in Rockton, and Ms. Diduch stated Ms. Karolyn Peterson lives in Roscoe. 

Mr. Ralph Stein, resident at 121 North St., stated his concerns about the ramifications to the long-term zoning of the property. 

Ms. Barb Hough stated her concern about the access to the property as there is no driveway. She stated that several vehicles drove over the curb to do the spring cleaning, and it looked tacky. 

Mr. Darrah stated that this lot is not a parking lot but is a yard. He said it should be a parking lot in the future. He added he thought the proposal is lame, he does not like it, and he does not think it’s a good choice for the Village. 

Ms. Joan Sabin, resident at 107 W. Mechanic St., stated she feels sorry for the Boy Scouts, but she is concerned about changing the zoning. 

Mr. Capezio stated he has nothing against the Boy Scouts, but he is very concerned about the screening. He thought the approval would set a poor precedent. Ms. Diduch added clarification about the screening requirements. 

Mr. Praneis answered the questions raised by residents and owner, stating that the church does not have storage space and they would try to accommodate screening requests.

Mr. Kovanda closed the public hearing.

 Mr. Kovanda Mr. Polaski. 

Motion to approve the Findings of Fact made by Mr. Polaski. Second by Ms. Ritter. Motion approved by voice vote, 4-0. Motion to approve the special use permit request made by Mr. Kovanda. Second by Mr. Polaski. Motion failed by roll call vote, 0-4, and received a negative recommendation to the Village Board of Trustees.

IV.  Old Business

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms. Diduch updated the ZBA members on the Village Board approval of the asphalt use text amendment reviewed at the March 15, 2018 ZBA meeting. She also spoke about planning and zoning training available through the American Planning Association – Illinois Chapter, and she would work with the Village trustees to see if funds could be budgeted for future training sessions. 

VII.  New Business

None. 

VII. Adjournment
        
Motion made by Ms. Ritter. Second by Mr. Herschlag. Motion approved by voice vote, 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m.
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